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              DIAMOND JUBILEE YEAR 

 

 

           

QUEEN ELIZABETH II PLATINUM JUBILEE ISSUE 
Platinum is used to celebrate a 70th anniversary because of its rarity, strength, and endurance. Amongst the 

few previous monarchs who have celebrated a platinum jubilee are: 

Louis XIV of France (14 May 1643 to 1713) and Johann II Prince of Lichtenstein (12 November 1858 to 

1928) 

The Royal Mint has produced a few coins to celebrate, and remember, the event including a 50p piece and a 

quarter ounce 999.9 proof standard gold coin.       

 
 

MESSAGE FROM EDITOR  
This newsletter includes:  

❖ GHS news 

❖ Cascade House Looking Backward and Forward 

❖ Leftovers 

❖ News from other history/heritage groups 

❖ Supplement - Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee 2022 

❖ Glimpses of local life in the 1950s as shown in selected newspaper extracts  

 

I hope you find something of interest in this newsletter. I will be pleased to receive your feedback as well as 

ideas for items to include in future issues. Please send your comments and contributions to 

www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk or chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk..  

David Mills Editor 

GHS NEWS 

 

GHS APRIL MEETING was held in Llancaiach Fawr and on Zoom, 7 p.m. Wednesday 27 April. The talk, 

by David Mills, was entitled  D. Gethin Thomas, Founder member of the society and first editor of ‘Gelligaer’  

 

GHS MAY MEETING, 7 p.m. start in Llancaiach Fawr and 

on Zoom on Wednesday 25 May for Greg Buick’s talk on 

Gelligaer parish ratebooks, 1856-1910. A record of houses, 

coal mines, pubs and farms 1856-1900. After the talk, there will 

be tea/coffee and the opportunity for some social time as well 

as a chance to browse GHS publications.  

IF YOU WISH TO JOIN BY ZOOM, AND 

YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE ZOOM 

LINK 24 HOURS BEFORE THE START OF 

THE MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT GHS 

THEN. 

http://www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk/
mailto:chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk


2 
 

 

GHS AGM and JUNE MEETING, 7 p.m. 

start in Llancaiach Fawr and on Zoom on 

Wednesday 29 June for AGM, followed by a 

tea/coffee break before a talk by Dr. Elin 

Jones entitled Elizabeth Miles: An 

Entrepreneur in a Crinoline? 

 

GHS CONFERENCE – may be held in September/October 2022. This newsletter and GHS website will 

keep you informed.  

 

GHS’S DIAMOND JUBILEE PUBLICATION continues to 

attract attention both locally and further afield. Morgannwg (the 

journal of Glamorgan History) LXV (2021) carried the reviews that 

appeared in Gelligaer Times 60 and 61. For copies of the volume, 

please see www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk and they are 

available for purchase at GHS meetings as well as several local 

outlets such as Bargoed and Ystrad Mynach Libraries, Ashburne 

shop Ystrad  Mynach and Occasions card shop, Bargoed   

  

UPDATE ON GHS PUBLICATIONS – Gelligaer 27 was published in September 2020, and number 28 is 

planned for 2022. Thanks to those members who have already submitted articles for inclusion in volume 28. 

Anyone else interested in contributing to volume 28, please contact www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk  or 

chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk or speak to a member of GHS committee. 

 

UPDATE ON GHS AND PEOPLE’S COLLECTION WALES  A People's Story of Wales | Peoples 

Collection Wales. The Society now holds an account on this website. Any member of the Society who would 

like to discuss this or wishes to send material to be added to GHS archives should in the first instance contact 

gelligaerhs.photos@gmail.com. The Society’s more recent newsletters are uploaded to the site but, there are 

only two photographs. There is room for many more items so please send them in. 

  

PUBLICITY – GHS had a full-page feature in Caerphilly Third Sector Bulletin April 2022. This monthly 

publication started in January 2022 and aims to  provide its readers with a roundup of the latest  news, 

information and funding relating to third sector activities in Wales in general and Caerphilly County Borough 

in particular. The third sector in Wales is every organisation and community group that provides a service or 

undertakes a project on a not-for-profit basis. Through their collective work such charity, voluntary and 

community groups, cooperatives or social enterprises contribute around £3.8 billion each year to the Welsh 

economy, and third sector activity helps to create social capital, improve well-being and build economic and 

social resilience.  

 

BARGOED SETTLEMENT 

Newsletter 62 contained details and a link to an article about the Society that appeared in the Caerphilly 

Observer. Rhys Williams, the reporter who wrote that article has sent the following link which readers may 

find of interest: https://caerphilly.observer/news/974981/last-educational-settlement-in-south-wales-remembered-at-

bargoed-library/ . Some further comments about the Bargoed Settlement are to be found in J Elfed Davies’s 

work  Educational Settlements in South Wales with special reference to Merthyr Tudful, which appears in 

Transactions of the Honourable Society of Cymmrodorian 1970 (part 2) and can be found on Welsh Journals 

- Home (library.wales).   

 

Readers who are familiar with the sister websites of Welsh newspapers and tithe awards may have noticed 

that Welsh Journals appears at the top of the results when a name is searched in the newspapers. The following 

are examples of what can be found on Welsh Journals: 

 

NOTICE OF THE AGM WILL BE EMAILED TO GHS MEMBERS. 

IF YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE EMAIL BY 14 JUNE 2022, 

PLEASE CONTACT chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk 

IF YOU WISH TO JOIN BY ZOOM, AND YOU HAVE NOT 

RECEIVED THE ZOOM LINK 24 HOURS BEFORE THE START 

OF THE MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT GHS THEN. 

 

 

http://www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk/
http://www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk/
mailto:chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/
mailto:gelligaerhs.photos@gmail.com
https://caerphilly.observer/news/974981/last-educational-settlement-in-south-wales-remembered-at-bargoed-library/
https://caerphilly.observer/news/974981/last-educational-settlement-in-south-wales-remembered-at-bargoed-library/
https://journals.library.wales/
https://journals.library.wales/
mailto:chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk


3 
 

When searching the word “Pengam” one reference is to Morgannwg -transactions of The Glamorgan Local 

History Society Vol. 4 January 1960 p.78. In the article Recent archaeological excavation and discovery in 

Glamorgan mention is made of a polished adze of Graig Lwyd stone found by the late Mr. R. W. Walters in 

a field east of Pengam (Glam) station. 

 

A search for “Rhymney” produces among many references an article in National Library Wales Journal July  

1999. The article is Rhymney Egyptian revival images and Interpretation of the Bute Ironworks, Glamorgan 

1824-1844. There are some interesting descriptions and illustrations of the Egyptian style furnaces at the 

ironworks.  

 

GHS TALKS TO OTHER GROUPS – in the pre-pandemic era, GHS members accepted numerous 

invitations to give talks to other groups. Now, as society learns to live with the situation, those invitations 

have resumed, including some to give talks in local libraries and other history groups. Future issues of 

Gelligaer Times and/or GHS website www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk will carry information about the 

talks. 
 

CASCADE HOUSE-LOOKING BACKWARD AND FORWARD 
In Gelligaer Vol. II, 1965, D. Gethin Thomas wrote a short article Cascade and the Perrott Family, it was 

only three pages long, with one page being devoted to a pedigree of  “Perrot ( Herefordshire) family - early 

16th Century”. Despite its brevity the article contains sufficient details to encourage further research. In fact, 

in one instance, he positively encouraged this by writing: 

There were a confusing number of Johns and Williams among the Perrotts in the records of the 19th century 

and to sort them out would require a painstaking genealogical probe of the family in those years.  

Fifty years after Gethin Thomas wrote those words GHS member Sue Allen, after painstaking research, 

produced a detailed article in Gelligaer Vol 22 (2015) - The Perrotts - A gentry family of Gelligaer. However, 

Sue with the assistance of  Jane Owen, has now produced a biography of William Perrott (1799-1850) which 

will appear in Gelligaer 28 due to be published later this year. Without giving too much away William Perrott 

was a dissolute character, with alcohol featuring heavily in his life-and death. 

In another paragraph Gethin described the Perrott estate as comprising of Cascade, Berthllanlwyd and Rhos 

yr Urddafa farms and Hengoed Hall. Anyone wishing to read the detailed history of those farms can consult  

Parish of Gelligaer - The farms and their families 1540-1840. Vol 5 - Hengoed Hamlet written by GHS 

member Greg Buick. He traces the Perrott ownership of Cascade back to will of Edward Lewis in 1715, 

whereby it was bequeathed to John Parrott son of Gregory Parrot of Pedweiltee. At that time, it was described 

as Tir Thomas John Evan (who was the tenant). The first reference found to the farm being called Cascade 

appears in the land tax of 1804. 

 Finally, Gethin concludes his article with: 

Although the house is of substantial size there is little remaining in its rural surroundings of some twenty acres 

to associate it with its former role of a leisurely country gentleman’s estate. But enough are left - a barn with 

the inscription “John Perrott”, 1838”, various utility buildings and pigscotes, and the site of a former 

foxhound kennels - to convey a picture 

of a way of life now long gone. 

The photograph shows Cascade 

House 2021. The current owners of 

Cascade House have already done  a 

considerable amount of research on their 

property, but there is room for much 

more to be done. They would be 

particularly pleased to see any old 

photographs of the house, gardens, and 

outbuildings; they would also be 

grateful if anyone can share any 

memories they may have of the house 

and previous occupants.  

http://www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk/
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LEFTOVERS 
Gelligaer Times 60 started publishing some leftovers, things that were not included in GHS Diamond 

publication, but the editing team thought may interest you. So here are a few more. 

 

These two newspaper extracts are from  The Cambrian: the advertisement for MERTHYR RACES appeared 

on the front page of the issue of 17 July 1819 while that about the celebrations in Hare and Hounds was in 

publication of 30 March 1822 page 3 

 

 

The Hare and Hounds mentioned above was situated on the southeast boundary of Gelligaer and Merthyr 

Common. There is still a building on the site but whether it is the original one is not known. It can be found 

by driving up Hospital Road, Penpedairheol, go beyond the old hospital as far as a cattle grid and the cottage 

is on the right. The illustrations below are of two of the characters mentioned in the newspaper report 

 

                           
On the left John Frost, a Newport draper and Chartist leader, on the right his nemesis, Thomas Prothero, a 

Newport lawyer who owned coal mines in the parish of Gelligaer. 

 

NEWS FROM OTHER HISTORY/HERITAGE GROUPS 
 

Merthyr Tydfil Historical Society  -- you can keep up-to-date with the lecture programme by visiting 

MTHSprogram.pdf or, go to  https://merthyrtydfilheritage.blogspot.com/2021/09/forthcoming-events-in-and-

around.html  for more up-to-date information on MTHS’s meetings as well as those of other similar groups in 

Taff and Cynon valleys, and including GHS meetings and details of Dic Penderyn Society’s day school on 21 

May 2022.   

 

Talk by Victoria Owens entitled Lady Charlotte Guest: The Exceptional Life of a Female Industrialist 

at Cyfarthfa Castle on  21 May 2022 at 2pm. Tickets £2.00 each, advance booking is essential on this link 

2022-05-21-lady-charlotte-guest-the-exceptional-life-of-a-female-industrialist. 

 

http://www.mths.co.uk/pdfs/MTHSprogram.pdf
https://merthyrtydfilheritage.blogspot.com/2021/09/forthcoming-events-in-and-around.html
https://merthyrtydfilheritage.blogspot.com/2021/09/forthcoming-events-in-and-around.html
https://cyfarthfa-museum.arttickets.org.uk/cyfarthfa-castle-museum-and-art-gallery/2022-05-21-lady-charlotte-guest-the-exceptional-life-of-a-female-industrialist
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Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum – you can visit BGHF Home - BGHF (blaenau-gwent-heritage-

forum.co.uk) for details of their publications, talks and autumn 2022 Heritage Day. 

 

Darran Valley History Group unveiled a new information board about the valley’s 

lost village, Penybank on the morning of 11 May 2022. GHS was represented at the 

event. The board is placed near the former site of the village. Children from Fochriw 

and Deri schools participated, and there was an interesting exhibition of old pictures in 

Parc Cwm Darran café.  

For more information on the lost village of Penybank see Gelligaer 24 (2017) and, for more recent research 

on the coal industry in the area, see PARISH OF GELLIGAER IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, GHS (2021) 

page 68.   

Brian Jarrett has kindly provided a report and some photographs of the event which appear below: 

 

Gone, but not Forgotten! 

Compared to the venerable Gelligaer Historical Society, the Darran Valley History group is but a babe in 

arms. 

The DVHG came into being in late 2008, as it was felt that too much local history, specific to the valley, was 

in danger of being lost as older generations slipped away. The impetus was the approaching centenary of the 

1909 Darran Colliery Disaster in October 2009, and the erection of a stone pillar with a bronze plaque carrying 

the names of the twenty-seven victims was the group’s first project. 

This was followed by the erection of a memorial in Fochriw to all from the village who had lost their lives in 

combat or in the area’s many pits.Deri had never had a war memorial either, and a major DVHG scheme saw 

the names of the fallen added to the monument already in village’s Memorial Garden. 

Last year it was suggested that Penybank - one of the valley’s two ‘lost villages’ - would be completely 

forgotten if no action was taken, so it was agreed that an information board should be placed near the site of 

the long-demolished hamlet. A cycle way & footpath following the old Brecon and Newport railway runs 

through Parc Cwm Darran and right through where Penybank stood, and  we were given permission to place 

our interpretation panel there where walkers and cyclists could stop and read a brief history of the village. 

Although Penybank consisted of only two streets - Chapel Row and Stoney Houses - there was also an isolation 

hospital (later converted into houses), a pub, Siloh Baptist Chapel and a very successful village school. 

There weren’t any useable photographs of the village, but there was a painting by Deri artist Wayne Evans, 

based on a poor old photo and some memories of his father David, who was born in Penybank. We used that 

as the centre-piece of the plaque and added a potted history in Welsh and English of the village from its 

beginnings as a few huts in the 1840s to bulldozers flattening the remaining buildings in the 1960s following 

a minor earthquake. 

The history we compiled drew heavily on an article in Gelligaer vol. 24, 2017, by Annie Owen, to whom we 

are very grateful. Group chairman, Mary Button, presided over the unveiling of the information panel, and an 

exhibition of some old photographs & maps which took place at Parc Cwm Darran café on a very rainy 

Wednesday 11th May, when a small group of pupils from Fochriw school took part in the ceremony and Brian 

Jarrett read a short history of the settlement. Despite the heavy rain, many people came to the event, several 

of whom had grown up in or had lived at Penybank. 

 

Brian Jarrett 

May 2022 

 

https://blaenau-gwent-heritage-forum.co.uk/
https://blaenau-gwent-heritage-forum.co.uk/
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Carto Cymru - The Wales Map Symposium 2022  

https://blog.library.wales/carto-cymru-the-wales-map-symposium-2022-mapping-in-megabytes/ 

 

SUPPLEMENT – QUEEN ELIZABETH II PLATIINUM JUBILEE 

appears on the following pages 

 

A ZOOM event held by National Library of Wales RCAHMW on 20 May 2022 (first talk 10.30am, last talk 

3.30pm). This year’s symposium  Mapping in Megabytes will look at how computer-generated mapping is 

changing the way maps are produced, used and preserved, and what this means for those who hold this information 

and make it available to the public. A Welsh and English language event, with simultaneous translation for 

presentations in Welsh. Please follow this link to obtain the programme and details on how to obtain a ticket  

https://blog.library.wales/carto-cymru-the-wales-map-symposium-2022-mapping-in-megabytes/
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                       Gelligaer Farmers Hunt meet at the bottom of Wood Street, Bargoed in the 1950s 


