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QUEEN ELIZABETH I1 PLATINUM JUBILEE ISSUE

Platinum is used to celebrate a 70" anniversary because of its rarity, strength, and endurance. Amongst the
few previous monarchs who have celebrated a platinum jubilee are:

Louis XIV of France (14 May 1643 to 1713) and Johann Il Prince of Lichtenstein (12 November 1858 to
1928)

The Royal Mint has produced a few coins to celebrate, and remember, the event including a 50p piece and a
quarter ounce 999.9 proof standard gold coin.

MESSAGE FROM EDITOR

This newsletter includes:

GHS news

Cascade House Looking Backward and Forward

Leftovers

News from other history/heritage groups

Supplement - Queen Elizabeth Il Platinum Jubilee 2022

Glimpses of local life in the 1950s as shown in selected newspaper extracts
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I hope you find something of interest in this newsletter. | will be pleased to receive your feedback as well as
ideas for items to include in future issues. Please send your comments and contributions to
www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk or chairman@agelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk..

David Mills Editor
GHS NEWS

GHS APRIL MEETING was held in Llancaiach Fawr and on Zoom, 7 p.m. Wednesday 27 April. The talk,
by David Mills, was entitled D. Gethin Thomas, Founder member of the society and first editor of ‘Gelligaer’

GHS MAY MEETING, 7 p.m. start in LIancaiqch Fawr and IF YOU WISH TO JOIN BY ZOOM, AND
on Zoom on Wednesday 25 May for Greg Buick’s talk on | yoy 3ave NOT RECEIVED THE ZooM
Gelligaer parish ratebooks, 1856-1910. A record of houses, | |1Nk 24 HOURS BEFORE THE START OF
coal mines, pubs and farms 1856-1900. After the talk, there will | THE MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT GHS
be tea/coffee and the opportunity for some social time as well | THEN.

as a chance to browse GHS publications.


http://www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk/
mailto:chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk

GHS AGM and JUNE MEETING, 7 p.m. | NOTICE OF THE AGM WILL BE EMAILED TO GHS MEMBERS.
start in Llancaiach Fawr and on Zoom on | If YOU HAVE NOT RECEIVED THE EMAIL BY 14 JUNE 2022,
Wednesday 29 June for AGM, followed by a PLEASE CONTACT chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk
tea/coffee break before a talk by Dr. Elin | If YOU WISH TO JOIN BY ZOOM, AND YOU HAVE NOT
Jones  entitled  Elizabeth  Miles: An | RECEIVED THE ZOOM LINK 24 HOURS BEFORE THE START
Entrepreneur in a Crinoline? OF THE MEETING, PLEASE CONTACT GHS THEN.

GHS CONFERENCE - may be held in September/October 2022. This newsletter and GHS website will
keep you informed.

GHS’S DIAMOND JUBILEE PUBLICATION continues to
attract attention both locally and further afield. Morgannwg (the
journal of Glamorgan History) LXV (2021) carried the reviews that
appeared in Gelligaer Times 60 and 61. For copies of the volume,
please see www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk and they are
available for purchase at GHS meetings as well as several local
outlets such as Bargoed and Ystrad Mynach Libraries, Ashburne
shop Ystrad Mynach and Occasions card shop, Bargoed

W

UPDATE ON GHS PUBLICATIONS - Gelligaer 27 was published in September 2020, and number 28 is
planned for 2022. Thanks to those members who have already submitted articles for inclusion in volume 28.
Anyone else interested in contributing to volume 28, please contact www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk or
chairman@agelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk or speak to a member of GHS committee.

UPDATE ON GHS AND PEOPLE’S COLLECTION WALES A People's Story of Wales | Peoples
Collection Wales. The Society now holds an account on this website. Any member of the Society who would
like to discuss this or wishes to send material to be added to GHS archives should in the first instance contact
gelligaerhs.photos@gmail.com. The Society’s more recent newsletters are uploaded to the site but, there are
only two photographs. There is room for many more items so please send them in.

PUBLICITY — GHS had a full-page feature in Caerphilly Third Sector Bulletin April 2022. This monthly
publication started in January 2022 and aims to provide its readers with a roundup of the latest news,
information and funding relating to third sector activities in Wales in general and Caerphilly County Borough
in particular. The third sector in Wales is every organisation and community group that provides a service or
undertakes a project on a not-for-profit basis. Through their collective work such charity, voluntary and
community groups, cooperatives or social enterprises contribute around £3.8 billion each year to the Welsh
economy, and third sector activity helps to create social capital, improve well-being and build economic and
social resilience.

BARGOED SETTLEMENT

Newsletter 62 contained details and a link to an article about the Society that appeared in the Caerphilly
Observer. Rhys Williams, the reporter who wrote that article has sent the following link which readers may
find of interest: https://caerphilly.observer/news/974981/last-educational-settlement-in-south-wales-remembered-at-
bargoed-library/ . Some further comments about the Bargoed Settlement are to be found in J Elfed Davies’s
work Educational Settlements in South Wales with special reference to Merthyr Tudful, which appears in
Transactions of the Honourable Society of Cymmrodorian 1970 (part 2) and can be found on

Readers who are familiar with the sister websites of Welsh newspapers and tithe awards may have noticed
that Welsh Journals appears at the top of the results when a name is searched in the newspapers. The following
are examples of what can be found on Welsh Journals:


http://www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk/
http://www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk/
mailto:chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk
https://www.peoplescollection.wales/
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mailto:gelligaerhs.photos@gmail.com
https://caerphilly.observer/news/974981/last-educational-settlement-in-south-wales-remembered-at-bargoed-library/
https://caerphilly.observer/news/974981/last-educational-settlement-in-south-wales-remembered-at-bargoed-library/
https://journals.library.wales/
https://journals.library.wales/
mailto:chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk

When searching the word “Pengam” one reference is to Morgannwg -transactions of The Glamorgan Local
History Society Vol. 4 January 1960 p.78. In the article Recent archaeological excavation and discovery in
Glamorgan mention is made of a polished adze of Graig Lwyd stone found by the late Mr. R. W. Walters in
a field east of Pengam (Glam) station.

A search for “Rhymney” produces among many references an article in National Library Wales Journal July
1999. The article is Rhymney Egyptian revival images and Interpretation of the Bute Ironworks, Glamorgan
1824-1844. There are some interesting descriptions and illustrations of the Egyptian style furnaces at the
ironworks.

GHS TALKS TO OTHER GROUPS - in the pre-pandemic era, GHS members accepted numerous
invitations to give talks to other groups. Now, as society learns to live with the situation, those invitations
have resumed, including some to give talks in local libraries and other history groups. Future issues of
Gelligaer Times and/or GHS website www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk will carry information about the
talks.

CASCADE HOUSE-LOOKING BACKWARD AND FORWARD

In Gelligaer Vol. 1l, 1965, D. Gethin Thomas wrote a short article Cascade and the Perrott Family, it was
only three pages long, with one page being devoted to a pedigree of “Perrot ( Herefordshire) family - early
16™ Century”. Despite its brevity the article contains sufficient details to encourage further research. In fact,
in one instance, he positively encouraged this by writing:

There were a confusing number of Johns and Williams among the Perrotts in the records of the 19" century
and to sort them out would require a painstaking genealogical probe of the family in those years.

Fifty years after Gethin Thomas wrote those words GHS member Sue Allen, after painstaking research,
produced a detailed article in Gelligaer Vol 22 (2015) - The Perrotts - A gentry family of Gelligaer. However,
Sue with the assistance of Jane Owen, has now produced a biography of William Perrott (1799-1850) which
will appear in Gelligaer 28 due to be published later this year. Without giving too much away William Perrott
was a dissolute character, with alcohol featuring heavily in his life-and death.

In another paragraph Gethin described the Perrott estate as comprising of Cascade, Berthllanlwyd and Rhos
yr Urddafa farms and Hengoed Hall. Anyone wishing to read the detailed history of those farms can consult
Parish of Gelligaer - The farms and their families 1540-1840. Vol 5 - Hengoed Hamlet written by GHS
member Greg Buick. He traces the Perrott ownership of Cascade back to will of Edward Lewis in 1715,
whereby it was bequeathed to John Parrott son of Gregory Parrot of Pedweiltee. At that time, it was described
as Tir Thomas John Evan (who was the tenant). The first reference found to the farm being called Cascade
appears in the land tax of 1804.

Finally, Gethin concludes his article with:

Although the house is of substantial size there is little remaining in its rural surroundings of some twenty acres
to associate it with its former role of a leisurely country gentleman’s estate. But enough are left - a barn with
the inscription “John Perrott”, 1838”, various utility buildings and pigscotes, and the site of a former
foxhound kennels - to convey a picture
of a way of life now long gone.

The photograph shows CASCADE [EESsSsas
HOUSE 2021. The current owners of e
Cascade House have already done a s
considerable amount of research on their
property, but there is room for much
more to be done. They would be
particularly pleased to see any old
photographs of the house, gardens, and
outbuildings; they would also be
grateful if anyone can share any
memories they may have of the house
and previous occupants.



http://www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk/

LEFTOVERS

Gelligaer Times 60 started publishing some leftovers, things that were not included in GHS Diamond
publication, but the editing team thought may interest you. So here are a few more.

These two newspaper extracts are from The Cambrian: the advertisement for MERTHYR RACES appeared
on the front page of the issue of 17 July 1819 while that about the celebrations in Hare and Hounds was in
publication of 30 March 1822 page 3

—

MERTHYR RACES. On Monday, the 11th inst. fs_et_'méx'l gex;&lemen,j

S : ) ith the respectable tenaniry of Sir Chas. Morgan,

N Tuvespay, the 20th ¥ Stz wil e ‘
O be RUN FOR, on CESN LIIELI,:L“CR:L“.?&: ;.,f. Bart. met at the Hare and Hounds, Gellygare, and |

Wain, a SILVER CUP; 3-yr. olds to carry Get. 4lbs. : : ; 3 ’ 1 i ¢
4-yr. olds 7st. 7lb.; 5 yr. o!;s):".sl.‘é;&:; (i-‘\":flu‘id:‘}.:t. lin,; appedred i Wlt.h taCh Ouler g the g Iour £ !

aged 9st.—Mares and Geldings allowed Sib.—Iwo-mile t€stify honest and unt'eigned_regard to Thomas

A SWEEPSTAKES, for all ages; 3-yr. olds 6st. aip, ; Prothero, Esq. Agent for the worthy Honse of Tre-
degar, on the occasion of the successful issue of

4-yr.olds 7st. 7lb. ; 3-yr. olds 8st. 31b.; 6-yr. olds 8st. nib.:

aged Ost.—The winoer of the Cup 1o carvy 3lb. extra,—

Mares a“f".lG“"'di'?';Z'S z':l!ut:'&;tl :;lh.—g'l’\fu miles, his late ttial agﬂillst JOE]B_ Frost. Gyeat Praise is
are wi also » ()N I CIN 3 ! 2
WM. MEYRICK, Esq. — 0 due to Mr, Evans, the landlord, for providing on

J05,'};‘,"!;:R'l‘,;%}{{;‘,if;‘}'b?;;u-b{:i;gogc‘“e“'“”‘s' the occasion some foaming and cheering c@ra,
Merthyr, July 5, 1819. 20 oo e After several toasts were drunk, and some melo-
e Castic e Merimsred oo e Bt ehs the 17eh inse. at «ious airs played on the Welsh harp, the company
for the Cup, 5s. and ¢1 1s. for the S\a.m'ap;;:'x[;v;mrl“(':ﬁf ‘“spersed highly pleased with their entcrla‘mmenth

ning to commence at one o’clock precisely o

The Hare and Hounds mentioned above was situated on the southeast boundary of Gelligaer and Merthyr
Common. There is still a building on the site but whether it is the original one is not known. It can be found
by driving up Hospital Road, Penpedairheol, go beyond the old hospital as far as a cattle grid and the cottage
is on the right. The illustrations below are of two of the characters mentioned in the newspaper report

On the left John Frost, a Newport draper and Chartist leader, on the right his nemesis, Thomas Prothero, a
Newport lawyer who owned coal mines in the parish of Gelligaer.

NEWS FROM OTHER HISTORY/HERITAGE GROUPS

Merthyr Tydfil Historical Society -- you can keep up-to-date with the lecture programme by visiting
MTHSprogram.pdf or, go to https://merthyrtydfilheritage.blogspot.com/2021/09/forthcoming-events-in-and-
around.html for more up-to-date information on MTHS’s meetings as well as those of other similar groups in
Taff and Cynon valleys, and including GHS meetings and details of Dic Penderyn Society’s day school on 21
May 2022.

Talk by Victoria Owens entitled Lady Charlotte Guest: The Exceptional Life of a Female Industrialist
at Cyfarthfa Castle on 21 May 2022 at 2pm. Tickets £2.00 each, advance booking is essential on this link
2022-05-21-lady-charlotte-guest-the-exceptional-life-of-a-female-industrialist.



http://www.mths.co.uk/pdfs/MTHSprogram.pdf
https://merthyrtydfilheritage.blogspot.com/2021/09/forthcoming-events-in-and-around.html
https://merthyrtydfilheritage.blogspot.com/2021/09/forthcoming-events-in-and-around.html
https://cyfarthfa-museum.arttickets.org.uk/cyfarthfa-castle-museum-and-art-gallery/2022-05-21-lady-charlotte-guest-the-exceptional-life-of-a-female-industrialist

Blaenau Gwent Heritage Forum — you can visit BGHF Home - BGHF (blaenau-gwent-heritage-
forum.co.uk) for details of their publications, talks and autumn 2022 Heritage Day.

Darran Valley History Group unveiled a new information board about the valley’s PENYBANK
lost village, Penybank on the morning of 11 May 2022. GHS was represented at the £\ e suT NnOT
event. The board is placed near the former site of the village. Children from Fochriw FORGOTTEN !

and Deri schools participated, and there was an interesting exhibition of old pictures in

Parc Cwm Darran cafe.

For more information on the lost village of Penybank see Gelligaer 24 (2017) and, for more recent research
on the coal industry in the area, see PARISH OF GELLIGAER IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY, GHS (2021)
page 68.

Brian Jarrett has kindly provided a report and some photographs of the event which appear below:

Gone, but not Forgotten!

Compared to the venerable Gelligaer Historical Society, the Darran Valley History group is but a babe in
arms.

The DVHG came into being in late 2008, as it was felt that too much local history, specific to the valley, was
in danger of being lost as older generations slipped away. The impetus was the approaching centenary of the
1909 Darran Colliery Disaster in October 2009, and the erection of a stone pillar with a bronze plaque carrying
the names of the twenty-seven victims was the group’s first project.

This was followed by the erection of a memorial in Fochriw to all from the village who had lost their lives in
combat or in the area’s many pits.Deri had never had a war memorial either, and a major DVHG scheme saw
the names of the fallen added to the monument already in village’s Memorial Garden.

Last year it was suggested that Penybank - one of the valley’s two ‘lost villages’ - would be completely
forgotten if no action was taken, so it was agreed that an information board should be placed near the site of
the long-demolished hamlet. A cycle way & footpath following the old Brecon and Newport railway runs
through Parc Cwm Darran and right through where Penybank stood, and we were given permission to place
our interpretation panel there where walkers and cyclists could stop and read a brief history of the village.
Although Penybank consisted of only two streets - Chapel Row and Stoney Houses - there was also an isolation
hospital (later converted into houses), a pub, Siloh Baptist Chapel and a very successful village school.

There weren’t any useable photographs of the village, but there was a painting by Deri artist Wayne Evans,
based on a poor old photo and some memories of his father David, who was born in Penybank. We used that
as the centre-piece of the plaque and added a potted history in Welsh and English of the village from its
beginnings as a few huts in the 1840s to bulldozers flattening the remaining buildings in the 1960s following
a minor earthquake.

The history we compiled drew heavily on an article in Gelligaer vol. 24, 2017, by Annie Owen, to whom we
are very grateful. Group chairman, Mary Button, presided over the unveiling of the information panel, and an
exhibition of some old photographs & maps which took place at Parc Cwm Darran cafe on a very rainy
Wednesday 11" May, when a small group of pupils from Fochriw school took part in the ceremony and Brian
Jarrett read a short history of the settlement. Despite the heavy rain, many people came to the event, several
of whom had grown up in or had lived at Penybank.

Brian Jarrett

May 2022


https://blaenau-gwent-heritage-forum.co.uk/
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Carto Cymru - The Wales Map Symposium 2022

A ZOOM event held by National Library of Wales RCAHMW on 20 May 2022 (first talk 10.30am, last talk
3.30pm). This year’s symposium Mapping in Megabytes will look at how computer-generated mapping is
changing the way maps are produced, used and preserved, and what this means for those who hold this information
and make it available to the public. A Welsh and English language event, with simultaneous translation for
presentations in Welsh. Please follow this link to obtain the programme and details on how to obtain a ticket

SUPPLEMENT - QUEEN ELIZABETH Il PLATIINUM JUBILEE
appears on the following pages


https://blog.library.wales/carto-cymru-the-wales-map-symposium-2022-mapping-in-megabytes/

QUEEN ELIZABETH II PLATINUM JUBILEE 2022

IN 2022, AFTER SEVENTY YEARS’ SERVICE HER MAJESTY

THE QUEEN BECAME THE FIRST BRITISH MONARCH TO
CELEBRATE A PLATINUM JUBILEE

THEN AND NOW 1952 AND 2022
Much of society and culture has changed a great deal during this seventy-year
reign. What photographs, memories and stories would you use in the boxes

to illustrate these changes? 2022
THE ACCESSION

The sudden death of George VI was announced at 10.45 a.m. on Wednesday
6 February 1952

The King, who retired last might in his usual health, passed peacefully away

in his sleep at Sandringham early this morning.
On 7 February, Western Mail's front page reported the royal death alongside portraits of George VI, his Queen,
and the new Queen. At the time, the new Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh were at the Royal Lodge, Nyeri,
Kenya, as part of a Commonwealth tour and Western Mail announced # was expected .... that the Royal Aircraft
[bringing them back to London| would arrive at London Aigport ...., a week afler the King, standing bareheaded on the wind-
swept aerodrome, waved her Godspeed on her journey.

Thus began a reign that was to last longer than that of any other British monarch

Extracts from Merthyr Express 9" February 1952
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THE CORONATION

of Queen Elizabeth [ 2* June 1953 in
Westminster Abbey
2% June was a day of typical Bnitish weather .
it raned! Bur that did neot stop the planned
colcbranons, processions and  strect  partwes

carrying on up and down the country

SOUVENIR PROGRAMME

Front cover reproduced courtesy GHS member
Susan P'nce

THE CORONATION
OF HER MAJESTY
=0 UHEEN==
ELIZABETH II

APPROVED SOUVENIR PROGRAMME
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FIRST CORONATION TO BE TELEVISED
The coronation of Elhzabeth 1T was a
landmark i television history. It was
watched by more than 20 million
people m the UK and by mullions
more around the word. As most
people did not have a television then,
famuly, friends and naghbours
gathered 1n homes that did. One GHS
member remembers his father buying
a television for the Coronation. Some
village halls and community centres
hired a television for the day so that
local people could watch the

Coronation

- Sash net crown.—Instcad of|
‘being invested with a crown.
“Miss Hengoed"” (Mrs. Bett : _
Dunn) received a silken sash| HENGOED CORONATION CONCERT
l'Morg“ * Miss aen.m sfrom | xtract from Western Mail 6 June 1953 page 5
Mrs. D. J. Owen at the Corona-
tion concert at Hengoed,

BARGOED STREET TEAS Fxmct from Werrs | Slreet teas are being held
Mail 3 June 1953, page 4. Does .m'.n):lr.l-.nm.x which throu.hout Bar‘(!d to-d.y ‘nd “
Barpoed street won the compennpon for the best mmitim 'or the ust Mn‘ed

]

decorated street? street “ uin‘ iM'ed-_ )

CORONATION AND BIRTHDAY HONOURS 1953

Among the honours were t'T'wo local people were awarded B.EM. in the Coronatuon and Birthday Honours 1953:

e Set. Edward Thomas Chapman, Mon Regt (T.AL), of Pontlottyn, who had previously gamned VC for his action
near Dortmund-Ems Canal just over a month before the end of the war

e Hilda Hall, Aberbargoed, for her services to the Nanonal Savings Movement.

CORONATION TESTAMENTS

Children were presented with New Testaments. Does vour family have one?

New Testaments received by two local brothers; the older brother,

then a pupal in Lewss School Pengam, receiving the Welsh version

This, reproduced COUrLCay GHS
member  Pat Davies, shows the
imscription page mside a Coronaton

Testament
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1953 CORONATION MEMORABILIA
China mug and cup and saucer set, photographs reproduced courtesy GHS member
Pat Davies

THE CORONATION IN ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT
People had hived through some gnm decades since the outbreak of war 1n 1914, By the carly 19505 there were

some chinks of colour and hope and the 1953 Coronation was one of these.

THE GRIM DECADES
1914-18 FIRST WORLD WAR
1919-39 INTER-WAR ECONOMIC DEPRESSION
1939-45 SECOND WORLD WAR
POST 1945 WARTIME LEGACIES

The gnm decades are summed up in the
background of this photograph of a happy baby
in her pram outside the family home in Wood
Street, Bargoed, duning World War Two.

e On the skyline, Bargoed Tip, a remunder of
the coal industry which had peaked in South
Wales Coalfield in 1913

e Bargoed and Gilfach war memorial, then
sited on Bargoed Square, is a reminder of
World War I

e World War II air raid shelter 1s also visible

Photograph reproduced courtesy GHS member

Dr. ED.G. Williams

1939 NATIONAL REGISTER AND IDENTITY
CARDS

From 1939, every man, woman and child had to carry an
identity card at all umes. The cards included the name, sex,
age, occupation, address, marital status and membership of
Forces or Civil Defence Services.

On 21 February 1952, 1t ceased to be necessary to carry an
identity card. The 1939 National Registration Act was repealed
on 22 May 1952,

This photograph of the cover of an identity card 1s reproduced
courtesy GHS member Pat Davies.

11



WARTIME RATIONING

During the war people got used to food, clothing, fumniture and petrol rationing, and it did not stop suddenly
when the war ended.

CLOTHING COUPONS

The increased wartime demand for fabric put pressure on Britain's textile
and clothing industry and clothes rationing was announced on 1 Junc 1941,
During clothes rationing, people paid for clothes with money and coupons.
The number of coupons per person decreased as the war went on, reaching
the lowest 1945-46. Ranomng encouraged Make Do and Mend. Clothes
ranoning lasted to March 1949,

Photograph of CLOTHING BOOK of Catherine Richards reproduced
courtesy GHS member Susan Price

WARTIME PETROL RATIONING
Petrol was ratoned at the outbreak of the war, and in 1942 1t was only available for essential use and with a special
permut. Petrol was avalable tor private use when the war imished but it remained on raton to 1950,
Petrol was rationed again 1956-7, and during the 1973 oil cnsis coupons were produced and distributed but
rationing was avoided.
These copies of petrol coupons are reproduced courtesy GHS member Dr E.D.G. Willams

12



CHINKS OF COLOUR AND HOPE
Wedding of Princess Elizabeth and Philip Mountbatten on Thursday 20 November 1947 at Westminster Abbey
Post-war economic, social and pohitcal reform, including Butler Education Act 1944 and start of National
Health Service 1948
Caerphilly hosted Nanonal Eisteddfod August 1950
Festval of Britain, a natonal exhibiion and fair in London, a showpiece of Brinsh saence and technology,
attracted mullions of visitors in summer 1951
Coronauon 2 June 1953 at Westminster Abbey

End of warume restrictions

. 1947 AND 1951
May Happiness And Long || I'rom front page Menthyr Express 22 November 1947
~ Life Be Theirs

Photograph  of  glasgs
commemorating Festival of

Britamn, reproduced
courtesy GHS member Pat
Davies

From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT
o . Eisteddfod Cacrffili has been
Wwﬁ"n.ﬂnmuwm-‘.b

et o S*trds¥| ruE EISTEDDFOD.

’
i

B ARy

Above, extract from front page Wedern Mae! 8 August 1950,

Photographs (left) reproduced courtesy GHS member Susan Prce
who 1s the small child shown with family and friends in Caerphilly in
1950, The Gorsedd Stones form the background to one photograph
while Caerphully Castle 1s the background to the other. Forty years

later, she was a member of Rhymnev's Natonal Fasteddfod Chonr.

13



POST-1944 EDUCATION: THE 11 plus

The 1944 Butler Educaton Act laid the basis for the country’s post-war secondary education system. Chaldren
like the garls shown in this photograph sat the exammation popularly known as the 771 pius 10 determme whether,

leay iy their pran

on
school, they should attend a
grammar, techmical  or
secondary modern school
until they reached at least
the new sche -nLh.l\m,_ age
l)l- 1S

Photograph  of Bargoed
South Garls’ School’s 1950
scholarship class
reproduced courtesy GHS
member Manon  |ones
who, together with GHS
member Pat Davies, 1s

amony the inrls

photographed

SOON AFTER THE CORONATION, QUEEN ELIZABETH II
AND THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH TOURED THE COUNTRY

On the afternoon of 9 July, they were in Pontypridd. Among the local dignitanies presented to the Queen was
GUDC charrman, George Towyn Richards of Pondottyn. Do you know of anyone who went to Pontypridd that

day, perhaps with a ucket for the bandstand enclosure, or to view events from another vantage pomnt?

ROYAL TOURNAMENT AT EARL’S COURT

Do vou know of anyone who took advantage of this, advernsed among the CHEAP RAIL TRIPS in Merthyr

Express 6 June 1953 page 132

CORONATION DECORATIONS
ROYAL TOURNAMENT at Barl's Court (June 10--27).

SV,
and BACH TUBSDAY, vuMV

To LONDON

My Y el Ty
Aberaman 6.48 (35 -). Mountain Ash (Oxford
LL 658 (4 D), 76 am. (339),

640 (35 - il 6.9
(G‘M."745M n-mu.n

,7 9), Uanbradach 7.9 7.19 (326), Caerphilly 7.17,7.27 (2
%mm,lk ON% L

hwdm.:wmmunwmmm

- . —— - -
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BARGOED AND RHYMNEY VALLEY
EDUCATI OMNAL SETTLEMEENT

A POUR DATYTE

COMPETITIVE - EXHIBITION
of Arts, Crafts and Domestic Science
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UNIQUE ATITRACTION
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Exbhdbition
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Werthvr Express

3 March 1951 page 10

BARGOED AND
RHYMNEY VALLEY

EDUCATIONAL
SETTLEMENT

A FOUR-DAY
COMPETITIVE
EXHIBITION IN

BARGOED
WORKMEN'’S
INSTITUTE

t him oppeor-

tumizy of obtaimbng = rare and banriful waork
of "Are.
SALE OF WORK STALL
Refreshmments =t Moderate Ohsrges
Mem Competitive Exkibius
X NIRITION opesm—
Wednesday, Missch T, 3 pas to 8 pan
Thursday., Mareh @bk 10 aa %o 5§ pas
Friday, e 10 aom. % S pam
SBatarday, M archh 10th 1O am So S poam
ADMIBSION - 1. CEIL IR W ad.
Vierthve Express 29 December 1951 page 9 ANNUAL PRIZES AT BARGOED SCHOOL
ANNUAL PRIZES AT -"i'. ’ in ‘:‘3
n .
BARGOED SCHOOL P rtated. to the steadily increas:
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. 2
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School ‘Mr. E. J. Saunders. M A)
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o0l’s Past Students’

ﬁm‘ - hpr;oﬂ".
unders. "l Provided by the| |

e motion of County Coun
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uld soon been much
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SHOW ADVERIISEMENTS

NOTE THE DATE =
GELLYGAER Y.F., BMOW, Elc.,
AT YSTRAD FAWR,
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2151,

= HEOLDDU FARM, IAROOID

Classes Tor Shires,

czo_lcnn’o Riding., Open Jumping, Grade |

Friesian, Ayrshire and Merslord Cattie.

lauoed & Dastnct Agricultural

Society ANNUAL SHOW, ‘
THURSDAY, AUGUST 14th.

Colliery Horses, Penies,

Jumping, Galloways Shorthorn, |

1.0 p.m. Welsh Mountain, Lowland Shesp and Pig
e Classes GRAND MHORTICULTURAL
o, g ’ SHOW. GRAND DOG SHOW
TWYN FARW, YATRAUD MYNACLH

> =
".‘m-%'::: Y

AWCAM are invited for the

of Cile
e a1

*Coumeila
TRt

t s ot but
»t Ihree YOO

.g?omc.c-l 'ul
bl 5 ) 4 provie'

CAFE BALLROOM

CAFE BALLROOM :: BARGOED

R ——
TUBBDAY. Arig  Fes, W

Sarepn s Crosts Trossgeses , wal Bide » wvest st Cling
Band Moo’ Agprerencr W

FREDDY RANDALL * * * ¥
% « » » and his ALL STARS

Frwinr g - AR b SEPVLE DAVE TRRSER. LEN HAITINGS
The Portprnns Larqrgng ‘wveere n
Dhrnet Lo Rade wassmen v e B8 C S
Shew Band Shew.  fum Oad” Tha Perves Bhew
L bow [ L Advwinmne by Thalat -4 -
L L Ac Pay Ban (gt of Dasen, A

Tperre! Tarow fur srgueaed Comh Pos s

Scredules can be oblained ‘
T 8. HMUGHES and W. MADLEY |
27, Cardi Road, Bargoed

Dog Show Schedules

Mis. D. 8§ THOMAS,

Hill View, Massyewmmer, Mon.

APPOINIMENL OF CLERR OF W DRRY
GUDC HOUSING PROGRANDME

scrmher 1955 paoe

AMINING SOCIDTY

BARGOED MINING
SOCIETY'S PROGRESS

THIRD WMEETING

ADDRESSED

Interese taken by youn
udents, and the pr o
Mirving mbnlc.:
natituiLes Miniog iety, wWweoere
w ment.o .kou" D O
1d. MIME., 5 aren
fenera’ manage:. who presided
at AOCYWLY ‘s ird meeting. &
the MIMmar Ba

on Fridey last 5

A ecture On the "Double ex.

'i“"‘m""l,!r LR ¥

i ‘On g, '!RO 0{
l.n --cm.dod b!’
clor A I M

chutm 'u In(.'oduc»d
M™Mr J M

(‘nrtho-r N!ﬂ . NO 5 area
K'oup agent

eTencCe wWas made ag the
meetin to the recent dea of
one the SOCely's members.
Mr T Harmrs,

~ Nex; meeting will hela
ou Prld.v January B, . Wt
7 when Mr Lnter Walker,
Mlllt No 4 area uction
manager wil! Al chalr.
mean will De r thn.es- Wil-
linms.
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Western Mail 29 June 1954 pag«

IN THE 1950s MANY HOUSEWIVES WERE EAGER TO ELECTROLUX STOCKIST :

S. V. MATTHEWS

BEECH RADIO,

BUY ELECTRICAL DOMESTIC APPLIANCES FOR
THE FIRST TIME

YSTRAD MYNACH
and BARCOED.

Welsh Amateur Swimming Tel.: HINCO®D 154.
and Diving Championships
opened at Bargoed Baihs yesler-
day, the first time the champion-
ships have ever been held in the ... 07 _—
,‘:::,’ "o f"g‘,?,f.:::,"{frb.m s | 300 SWIMMERS BID FOR WELSH TITLES AT
tMrs. S. L. Wiliams) performed BARGOED
the opening ceremony of the
three-day event,

" Auvgust 1954 p:

Western Mail 23 August 1958 page 2 IAIGO!D PARK, BARGOED.

ANI\( AL H() RSE SH()\X ‘ ANNUAL "ORO-SUED s(ﬁ'a”w
on SATURDAY, AUGUST 30th
at THE PARK, BARGOED.

CLASIES FOR: WELIN MOUNTAIN ”llll. CNILDREN'S RIDING PONINS
ADULT & JUVENILE JUMPING, GALLOWAY RACES.
@ Schedules from Secretary: T. B. HUGHES, 27, Rargesd Rd, BARGOED.

Westerrr Mail 28 November 1958 page 10
MOST IA[\ﬂL[LS DlD NOT HAVE A CAR IN THE 1950s

The AUSTIN
A95

YOUR NEW AUSTIN AT Westminster

- STAN HUGHES

Reliance IAIGOID Glam.

Telophone 2300
THE LOWEST PRICID USED CARS IN WAL

Strong Bargoed

Following a convincing win at
Merthyr last night Bargoed have Wistern Mail 19 Sentember 1089 naoe 14
selected a strong side for Satur- y ey
dayv’s away ﬁ"ﬁ' at C%m‘;-gd B:‘\RGOED XV
' m uezhes: ce. 1 ECTE D oL ;
H. Morgan. B. Humphrevs. B SELECTED TO PLAY AGAINST CILFYNYDD
'|Rowlands: H. Probert. L. Grif-
‘'iths (capt.);: P. Thomas, D.
‘'Hurd. J. Ridley. R. Thorne, J.
.| Arthur, K. Tomlin, D. Bishop. R.
Brookman.

I'tis hoped that these extracts have given you a flavour of local life in the 1950s

You can read more newspapers on microfilm in some local libraries or on websites such as that of
British Newspaper Archive and, for newspapers of Wales 1804-1919 see Welsh Newspapers Online -
Home (library.wales
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Gelligaer Farmers Hunt meet at the bottom of Wood Street, Bargoed in the 1950s
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