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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
In case you do not read further, I start by reminding you that Miss Nesta Jones, GHS 

President, will celebrate her 100th birthday early in May this 
year. As GHS plans to help her celebrate this wonderful 
landmark at GHS April meeting cannot go ahead, I wonder if 
GHS members and friends would like to send personal 
messages to her, maybe a card, or perhaps you might like to 
send your best wishes to her via GHS. If you send your greeting 
email to me (before the end of April), I can print them and post 

them to Nesta.  
 
AND, on a different topic, in the present circumstances, you may have some time on your 
hands and would like to submit something for Gelligaer, GHS journal of for GHS 
Diamond Jubilee Project. While you cannot visit libraries and archives, there is much 
source material available online. And, your family photographs may include scenes and 
people of local interest. GHS is especially interested in photographs of places of worship, 
schools, clubs and other public buildings and of the people connected with them in the 
pre-WWI era. Look forward to your submissions. 
 

USEFUL WEBSITES 
Website link What to look at 

https://newspapers.library.wales/home  Newspapers 1804-1919 
https://www.ancestry.com/  Genealogy  
https://places.library.wales/  Parish tithe maps (dated about 1840) 
https://www.library.wales/discover/digital
-gallery/printed-material/thebluebooks/  

The Blue Books (education report 1847) 

https://rcahmw.koha-ptfs.co.uk/cgi-
bin/koha/opac-search.pl?q=Gelligaer 

RCAHMW catalogue search for Gelligaer 

maps.nls.uk/geo/find/ National Library of Scotland resource which has 
many OS maps (1870s - mid 1950s). It can take 
a bit of getting used to but has most, but not all, 
19th century OS maps covering Gelligaer.parish. 

If you find other useful websites, please send link to chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.cco.uk 
so it can be added to this list in a future newsletter.  

 
In the absence of a newsletter editor, this newsletter supplement (a little news and a collection of 
items associated with women’s history) is produced by GHS officers and committee as a 
substitute for GHS April meeting. I hope you find something of interest and, perhaps, some of 
you will respond with comments and/or questions as you would at a normal GHS meeting.  
Please contact chairman@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk or www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk  
if you would like to contribute to any future issue. 
 
 
 
 

http://maps.nls.uk/geo/find/
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AUSTIN JUNIOR CAR FACTORY IN BARGOED  
Following the notice in Gelligaer Times 43, GHS has received name and contact details of the last 
manager of the plant and these have been passed to the BBC RADIO WALES Assistant Producer 
who made the query. 
 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN CLASSIC CARS? 
Opposite side of the stream to the 
winding/winch house of the Cross 
Measures Drift was its canteen. Jackie 
James (Judith remembers him in the garage 
on the square in Bedlinog in the 1960s) had 
the canteen as a workshop, where he 
repaired cars etc and also, (Judith has just 
heard), made the exhausts for 
Gilbern Invaders, which were made in the 
factory in Llantwit Fardre 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilbern  
 
WOMEN’S HISTORY 
The theme of this supplement, Women’s History, is illustrated with local examples. Older readers 
will probably remember few women from their school history – maybe, just queens like Elizabeth 
I and reformers such as Florence Nightingale. In recent decades, the life and work of women in  
the past has attracted more attention, as illustrated by the work of individuals and groups and 
reflected in talks like that of Dr. Elin Jones and Prof. Angela V. John (GHS conference Saturday 
24 March 2018), and the work of Welsh Women’s Archive 
https://www.womensarchivewales.org/en/  
The following websites also include some details relating to women in Wales and if you find any 
others that may be of interest to readers of Gelligaer Times, please send a link. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-46508394 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06n2bpj 
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/12-welsh-women-who-shaped-17858828  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S._Minwel_Tibbott  
 
ST. GWLADYS 

 Born c. AD 469 

 Daughter of King Brychan of Brycheiniog 

 Wife of Gwynlliw 

 Mother of St. Cadog (Catwg) 
 
1953 PHOTOGRAPH OF 
STAINED GLASS IMAGE OF ST 
GWLADYS IN 
ST. MARTIN'S PARISH 
CHURCH, CAERPHILLY 
 
 
 

LOGO OF  
ST. GWLADYS 

PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
BARGOED 

 

ST. 
GWLADYS’ 
CHURCH, 

BARGOED, 
BUILT 1874 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

LAWS OF HYWEL DDA 

In the tenth century, Hywel Dda codified Welsh laws. This extract (taken from 
https://archive.org/details/jstor-30069216/page/n2/mode/1up/search/brycan%2C?q=brycan%2C  
deals with the division of goods between husband and wife following divorce. Although Welsh 
women were inferior in status, after seven years she could claim half her husband’s property (a 
right which English women did not gain until the nineteenth century): 
 

 

 

ST. GWLADYS AVENUE 
BARGOED 



 

 

FUNERAL OF SCHOOLMISTRESS, CATHERINE EVANS 

This report on the funeral of Catherine Evans is taken from Weekly Mail 20 May 1882 (page7). The 
Thomas family of Ystrad Fawr had 
set up a school sometime before the 
1861 census was taken when 
Charlotte Nurse (born in Pontypool 
about 1835) was in charge. Catherine 
Evans was listed as the 
schoolmistress in both the 1871 and 
1881 census returns. She was born in 
Llandough about 1844, and her 
mother, Mary, who was also in the 
household when both censuses were 
taken, was born in Llandaff about 
1816. It is not clear whether or not 
her mother predeceased Catherine. 



 

A LOCAL MICHAEL HENCHARD? 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT IS THE OCCUPATION OF THIS HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD IN 1841 in 
GELLIGAER VILLAGE? 

 

 

1847 BLUE BOOKS REPORT 
While this was primarily concerned with education, the report had significant impact especially as 
the commissioners were highly critical of what they saw as the poor moral and religious attitude 
of Welsh people, especially the women. This is an extract: 

They [Welsh women] learn anything but delicacy of thought and feeling and when they grow to 
womanhood and marry, they know next to nothing of the management of a house. As wives they are most 
slovenly and improvinent, and as mothers, ignorant, and injudicious. 

And, if you want to read more, this is the link to the full report (all three volumes): 
https://www.library.wales/digital-exhibitions-space/digital-exhibitions/europeana-rise-of-
literacy/the-blue-books-reports/report-of-the-commissioners-of-inquiry-into-the-state-of-
education-in-wales#?c=&m=&s=&cv=&xywh=-676%2C0%2C4368%2C4741  
And, you may find this of interest also: 
1 The Treachery of the Blue Books: The Impact of the 1847 ...  
https://digitalccbeta.coloradocollege.edu/pid/coccc:9855/datastream/OBJ  
 
There was an outcry and one outcome was the new women’s magazine Y Gymraes, founded by 
Evan Jones, a nonconformist minister. Published monthly, for just two years, it carried articles 
on religion, marriage and morality, as well as advice on housekeeping and cooking. Follow this 
link to read it https://journals.library.wales/browse/2901815/  
In 1879, Sarah Jane Rees (Cranogwen) edited another Welsh women’s journal, Y Frythones that 
lasted to 1891. Y Gymraes was revived in 1896 and continued to December 1934. 
 
 

THIS EXTRACT IS 
TAKEN FROM 
CORNISHMAN 25 
OCTOBER 1883 



TREATS FROM YSTRAD FAWR 
There are numerous reports in the local press describing treats that emanated from Mrs Thoms 
of Ystrad Fawr. Forexample:- 

 Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian 11 October 1867 (page 7) – About 80 children and their mistress 
walked, with flags and banners, in procession from their school to Ystrad Fawr where Mrs 
Thomas treated them with tea and cake. After tea, Mrs Kennard and Mrs Crawshay 
presented them with books and other gifts. 

 Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian 21 December 1872 (page 7) – Miss Evans decorated the 
schoolroom where about 100 children and others enjoyed tea and cake provided by Mrs 
Thomas, Ystrad Fawr. Mrs Thomas, along with other members of her family, attended, 
and, after the tea, they distributed clothing, toys and other gifts. The event concluded with 
entertainment.  

 Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian 2 August 1873 (page 7) – Miss Evans, schoolmistress, 
decorated the Schoolroom where about 90 children enjoyed Mrs Thomas’s tea party. After 
tea the children received presents (such as clothing, books and toys). Rev. M. Davies, 
minister of Ystrad church, attended. 

 Western Mail 11 December 1876 (page 6) – The Schoolroom was decorated with 
evergreens, hothouse flowers and mottoes for an evening supper party, followed by 
entertainment, attended by about 40 members and friends of Holy Trinity Church. Ill-
health prevented Mrs Thomas from attending, but other members of her family were 
present at the event presided over by Rev. C. Hume, M.A., Chaplain.  

 

LOCAL WOMEN CHURCH OFFICERS  
This is an extract from South Wales Daily News, 
29 April 1892, page 4.  
Eliza Thomas of Ystrad Fawr, widow of Rev. 
George Thomas, was daughter of William 
Crawshay (of Cyfarthfa). 
Further research may confirm if Mrs H. T. 
Thomas was Letitia, wife of farmer, Henry 
Thomas.  
Martha Evans’s brother was enumerated at 
Greyhound Inn, Llanfabon in 1881. Further 
research may shed light on where Martha lived 
and when she died. 

 

A TIGER BAY ROMANCE 



This extract is taken from Evening Express 18 April 1898 (page 2).  

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FOCHRIW CHAIR EISTEDDFOD ESSAY COMPETITION 

 

 

 

 

MOTHER SEIGIL’S SYRUP 



This advertisement for Mother Seigil’s Syrup is taken 
from Merthyr Express 24 April 1909 (page 11).  

This was one of many patent medicines advertised in 
newspapers in the later nineteenth century and early 
twentieth century as remedies for a variety of ailments. 
They were usually trademarked but not actually patented 
so their formulae were kept secret. The newly-literate 
(after the introduction of compulsory elementary 
education) often accepted the claims without knowing 
the actual effectiveness or the potential harmful side 
effects in an era without consumer protection laws and 
evidence-based medicine.  
 
THREE WOMEN 
LISTED AMONG 
GUARDIANS 
Extract from 
Aberdare Leader 8 May 
1909 (page 3). 
Further research may 
reveal the identities 
of Mesdames Evans, 
Richards and 
Williams.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

INSPECTION OF MIDWIVES 

Nurse R. A. Thompson’s report included some northern 
parts of Gelligaer parish. (Merthyr Express, 5 June 1909, 
page 6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUFFRAGETTE PAMPHLET  

Pontypridd Museum https://www.pontypriddmuseum.wales/  

Dated 1911.



AN IDEAL FARMER’S WIFE 

 
 
         

 

 
FOUR GENERATIONS AT PONTLOTTYN 

Today, many families have four (or more) 

generations alive at the same time, but a century and 

more ago, this was not so common. This family 

photograph, taken from Evening Express July 9 1909, 

records one example in early twentieth century 

Pontlottyn. Although there was no accompanying 

detailed article in the newspaper, the four females in 

the photograph were named as Mrs Mary Bevan, 

then aged 87, Mrs Elizabeth .Saunders, 55, Mrs 



Maggie Isaac, 31 and Miss Annie Saunders, 12, who, at the time, all lived in Pontlottyn.  

Mary Bevan, née Lloyd (1823-1914)  

Born in Dowlais about 1823 and daughter of a collier, Mary was a labourers, presumably in the 

local coal or iron industry, when she was enumerated in the family home in Pen Waun Fawr in 

1841. She was married before the next census was taken when she, her husband, Job Bevan, a coal 

and iron patchman, together with their two young daughters, were in her father’s Twynywaun 

household. The Bevan family, extended with the births of three sons, were in their own household 

in Twynywaun when the 1861 census was taken but, as part of the page is missing, it is unclear 

how Job Bevan earned a living and whether or not his daughters were in employment. Job Bevan 

was described as a contractor when, at the time of the 1871 census, he headed a household at Farm 

House, Twynywaun, that included his wife, three sons and a lodger but not the two daughters. It 

is not clear when the Bevan family moved south but when Job Bevan died, March 31 1879, he was 

a contractor living at Brithdir Uchaf (according to the probate index).  

When the 1881 census was taken, Mary was farming 165 acres at Pengam, Bedwellty, and 

employing two of her sons, three male farm labourers and a female dairy maid. It is not clear how 

long the Bevan family was engaged in farming but, on census night a decade later, Mary Bevan was 

visiting widow Elizabeth Williams (possibly her sister) in 12 Cross Blanche Street, Dowlais, while 

both sons were coal miners. She probably moved to Pontlottyn about 1899 and, when the 1901 

census was taken, she was living in 25, Greenfield Street, in a household of two, headed by her 

unmarried son, William. A decade later, she was in 

20, Edmund Street, home of her married son, David. 

This obituary, taken from Western Mail 11 November 

1914, shows that she died in Gwynfa (where her 

daughter, Elizabeth, was living when the 1911 census 

was taken). 

Elizabeth Saunders, née Bevan (1846-19??) 

Born in Dowlais about 1846, Elizabeth, the older of Mary’s two daughters, was (as noted above) 

in her maternal grandparents’ home when the 1851 census was taken, and a decade later, in a 

household headed by her father. She married David Saunders in 1869, and, when the 1871 census 

was taken, the couple, together their infant son, Rees, were in Church Street, Pontlottyn, a property 

that was the family’s home for some decades. Elizabeth’s family increased as children Margaret 

(Maggie) and Job were born before the 1881 census was taken, and daughter, Mary Gertrude was 

born about 1884. A coal miner when the 1881 census was taken, David Saunders was described as 

China and paperhanging dealer in the 1891 census return. His entrepreneurial activity reflected 



contemporary society and women’s desire to make their homes as comfortable and attractive as 

possible (so well illustrated by the reconstructed Rhydycar Cottages  

https://museum.wales/stfagans/buildings/rhydycar/ ). Elizabeth saw further change in the next 

decade as, by the time of the 1901 census, he was a life insurance agent and they were living in 

Merchant Street, while son Job, was in the Church Street dwelling. It is unclear when David 

Saunders died, but, in 1911, widow, Elizabeth, was housekeeper in Gwynfa, Fochriw Road, home 

of her younger daughter. Further research may shed light on when and where Elizabeth Saunders 

died 

Maggie Isaac, née Saunders (1878-19??) 

Born in 1878, Margaret (Maggie), older daughter of David Saunders and his wife, Elizabeth, was 

in the family home, 1 Church Street, Pontlottyn, when the 1881 and 1891 censuses were taken. 

She married Evan Isaac in 1898 and, when the 1901 census was taken, Evan Isaac, a house painter, 

headed a household comprising his wife and infant son, David, in 50 High Street, Rhymney. A 

decade later and the same three people were enumerated in 18 Queen’s Crescent, Rhymney. The 

1911 census return adds further information: three of the four children born to them had died and 

this entry, appearing in the column for infirmity, explains why 

Evan Isaac did not have an occupation at the time. It is likely 

that Evan Isaac was the 35-year-old who died some weeks later. 

Research to date has not confirmed if widow, Maggie, was the 

Margaret Isaac who married Thomas Jones in 1915, and if they were the couple at 13, Penydre, 

Rhymney, (a household including widowed and incapacitated David Isaac, born 1899) listed in the 

1939 Register.  

Annie Gertrude Spicer, née Saunders (1896-1949) 

Annie Saunders was in the family home, 1, Church Street, when the 1901 census was taken, and 

20, Tynewydd Street, Pontlottyn, when the 1911 census was taken. Daughter of Job Saunders and 

his wife Rebecca (née Havard), Annie was probably the oldest granddaughter of Elizabeth Bevan. 

Her marriage to Charles Henry Spicer was registered in Bedwellty registration district in March 

quarter 1920. A grocer’s haulier seeking employment, Charles Henry Spicer headed a household 

in 124 High Street, Caerphilly, which included his wife and children (for some of whom the record 

is officially closed) when the 1939 Register was complied. It is not clear when they went to Canada 

but Annie was buried in Woodland Cemetery, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, in 1949, and her 

husband in 1960. 

 
 

 



HOW MANY OF THESE CAN PRESENT DAY FEMALE MEMBERS OF GHS TICK? 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TWO FEMALE SCHOOL GOVERNORS OF 1890s  

In 1883, Gelligaer School Board opened a Higher Grade School in Pontlottyn. Initially 

accommodated in a room near Pontlottyn church, the school moved to purpose-built premises in 

Pontlottyn in 1886. The Intermediate Education Act of 1889 made it possible to provide secondary 

education for girls. In 1896, the Higher Grade School closed and Gelligaer Girls’ County School, 

staffed by headmistress, Miss H. Jones, and assistant mistress, Miss M. A. Jones, opened in the 

same premises. There is further information about these schools and their successors in Hengoed 

(1900-1959) and Ystrad Mynach (since 1959) in the following:- 

  http://www.lewisgirlsschool.com/about-2/history  

 Glamorgan Archives --  D53/1,  ECG/22 and ECG/34 

 The National Archives, Kew – ED27/6541, ED35/3243B,ED35/6972,  ED109/8145, 

ED 109/8153,  BD50/638 

 Our heritage: memories of Lewis Girls’ School 1729-1998, by Jan Thomas (1999) 

The formal opening of Gelligaer Girls’ County School was reported in South Wales Daily News, 

December 1 1896: 

THIS WAS PUBLISHED IN 
GLAMORGAN GAZETTE 
ON 5 APRIL 1907 

http://www.lewisgirlsschool.com/about-2/history


 Rev. Aaron Davies chaired the meeting. 

 Miss Hughes of the Normal Department (i.e. teacher training department) of the South 

Wales University College, presented prizes to pupils of the former Higher Grade School 

for Girls. 

 The governors of the new school included two ladies: 

o Mrs D. Hughes of Pontlottyn 

o Mrs Kate Thomas of Bedlinog. 

The latter was also mentioned in a report on the school’s prize distribution in South Wales Daily 

News, December 16 1898.  

Who was Mrs D. Hughes of Pontlottyn? Born in 1860, Mrs D. Hughes was Jane, daughter of 

Thomas Jones, farmer of Dan y Pentre, Gelligaer, and his wife Rachael. Jane, together with six 

older siblings, was in the family home when the 1861 census was taken. The family was extended 

with the birth of her brother John in 1862. Jane was not in the family home at the time of the 1871 

census but she may have been the 11-year-old scholar enumerated at Rhos y Fedw (if so, researches 

to date do not explain why she was there rather than at Dan y Pentre). She was married before the 

1881 census when, described as a school mistress, she was with her school master husband, their 

infant daughter and her husband’s sister in Gelligaer School House.  

Her husband, David Hopkins, was in his family home near Loughor when the 1861 and 1871 

censuses were taken. In the former he was a 6-year-old scholar, but by the time of the latter he 

was a pupil-teacher (the usual way of preparing for a career in the teaching profession at the time). 

Press reports (Cardiff Times July 8 1876 and Monmouthshire Merlin December 7 1877) show David 

Hopkins to have been an effective teacher, who was, perhaps, too harsh with discipline on 

occasion.  

 

In 1885, Jane had a son, and it is likely that she and her husband, and their two children moved to 

Pontlottyn soon after. They were in Pontlottyn Schoolmaster’s House when the 1891 census was 

taken and Jane was described as certificated mistress. School log books and Gelligaer School Board 

minutes, as well as reports in the local press, may shed more light on her teaching career. Both she 



and her husband seem to have been involved with a range of activities in Pontlottyn, but her 

involvement was cut short by her death April 7 1898. Her husband remained in Pontlottyn and 

her daughter married school teacher John Penry Williams, grandson of the Pontlottyn 

nonconformist minister of the same name.  

Who was Mrs Kate Thomas of Bedlinog? Researches by GHS member, Carwyn Hughes, 

identified this lady governor as Catherine Elizabeth Thomas, née Daniel. Born in Tywyn, 

Merionethshire, she was daughter of Owen Daniel (an auctioneer) and his wife, Rachel. She, and 

her siblings, were in the family home in Tywyn’s High Street when the 1871 and 1881 censuses 

were taken. In the latter, she was described as a scholar, and was probably attending a local school. 

Research to date has not shed any light on her life during the following decade but perhaps she 

attended a teacher training college (maybe in Bristol) as, when the 1891 census was taken she was 

listed as a 23-year-old visitor and school mistress in 3 Friday Street, Minehead.  At the same time, 

her 21-year-old sister was a governess in the home of retired Lieutenant Colonel Reginald H. 

Thurslow, Hall, Little Horkesley, Essex, while their parents, older sister and four younger siblings, 

were in the family home, Brynhyfryd, Tywyn.  

Cambrian News and Merionethshire Standard, January 31 1896, carried a report on the wedding of 

Catherine Daniel and Thomas Clement Thomas. The ceremony, on January 16 1896, by licence, 

at Sandown, Isle of Wight, was conducted by Rev. D. M. Brynner (second husband to her father’s 

sister) and Rev. Aaron Davies (one of the leading nonconformist ministers and educationalists in 

Gelligaer parish at the time). 

Thomas Clement Thomas was born in Pontardulais about 1861. When the 1881 census was taken, 

he was a school master, lodging in Quarry Street, Bedlinog. Presumably he moved into School 

House when it was built and that was his home when the 1891, 1901 and 1911 censuses were 

taken. Married in 1896, his household in 1901 comprised his wife, 3-month-old daughter, and one 

of his wife’s sisters (a hospital nurse) as well as a live-in domestic servant. They had a second daughter 

in 1905, and his household in 1911 was made up of his wife, two daughters, his sister-in-law (then 

a Technical Lecturer) and a live-in domestic servant.  

Sadly, Kate was widowed when Thomas Clement Thomas died, aged 57, February 28 1918.  

 

GRAVESTONE IN HOLY TRINITY CHURCHYARD, 

YSTRAD MYNACH 

This gravestone, in Holy Trinity Churchyard, Ystrad Mynach, is inscribed: 

LADY ALICE HELEN PIERREPONT 
Daughter of 4th Earl Manvers 

Born 30 August 1889 



Died 8 March 1969 
AND HER DEVOTED FRIEND 

AGNES LILIA JENKINS 
1890-1972 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 
 

Daughter of Charles William Sydney Pierrepont, Viscount Newark, and, later, 4th Earl Manvers, 

and his wife, Helen, Alice Helen Pierrepont was born in London on 30 August 1889. She was in 

the family home, The Hall, Holme Pierrepont, Newark, Nottinghamshire, when the 1891 census 

was taken, and, after her father became 4th Earl Manvers (in 1900), Thoresby Park, Ollerton, 

Newark (1901 and 1911 censuses). Her brother, Evelyn Robert, suffered a mental breakdown 

when he was just 17, and, following her father’s death in 1926, the estates were administered by a 

trust, until Evelyn Robert died in 1940, when his cousin, Gervas, succeeded to the title. She was 

in her cousin’s household at Thoresby Park when the 1939 Register was compiled but she had an 

address in Kensington, London, at the time of her death, 8 March 1969.  

Born on 6 December 1890, Agnes Lilia Jenkins was daughter of Edgar Harris Jenkins (who was 

grandson of Rev. E. C. Jenkins) and his wife, Matilda Helen. Her father was a coal miner, who, by 

the time of the 1911 census, had become a colliery clerk. Agnes Lilia was in the family home in 

Fleur-de-Lys when the 1891 census was taken. The family probably moved to Pontlottyn about 

1895-7, and was in 6, Wine Street, Pontlottyn, when the 1901 census was taken. Her older sister, 

Edith, described as partially paralysed, died aged 15, in 1904. Perhaps, this inspired Agnes Lilia to 

enter the nursing profession. Her family was in New Tredegar when the 1911 census was taken, 

but Agnes Lilia was a 21-year-old Probationer Nurse in King’s Norton Union Infirmary, Selly Oak, 

near Birmingham. Sources studied to date do not shed any light on her life and career during the 

following decades, nor when, where and how she met Alice Helen Pierrepont. The 1939 Register 

shows them at Thoresby House, in a household headed by Gervas E. Pierrepont that included his 

wife, Marie-Louise, as well as unmarried Alice Helen Pierrepont, and Agnes Lilia Jenkins, described 

as companion. Probate records show that Agnes Lilia Jenkins died, on 3 September 1972, in 

Wadebridge, Cornwall, leaving an estate of £15,647. 

 

 

 

 

 



MARY ANNE EDWARDS (1891 – 1961) 

Born 14 May 1891 at 7 Chapel Street, Deri, Mary Anne Edwards was the older 

of the two daughters of John Edwards and his wife, Mary, née Hopkins. She 

was educated at the local school and was listed in the family home at the time 

of the 1901 and 1911 censuses. Aged 22, she married John Owen on 20 August 

1913 at St Catwg’s Church, Gelligaer. They brought up their two daughters in 

Deri. Research to date has not shed much light on her life and work but it is assumed that she 

played the traditional role of a wife and mother in Deri. She was a member of the local church 

community, becoming a member of Deri branch of Mothers’ Union on 27 September 1932. As 

one of the first generation of women able to vote in national as well as local elections, Mary Ann’s 

name appeared on post 

World War I electoral 

registers. It is likely that 

she was more 

acquainted with local 

political issues than 

many of her 

contemporaries as her 

father, John Edwards, 

was actively involved in 

local politics. Dying at 

her home, 69 New 

Road, Deri, on 13 

January 1961, she 

predeceased her 

husband. She was buried 

in Gelligaer Churchyard. 



 
This name, the only female 

name on local war memorials 

(according to research to date), 

is on the Ystrad Mynach and 

Hengoed war memorial.  

The following information is 

taken from CWGC website:- 

Rank:    Worker 

Service No:    36023 

Date of Death:    03/11/1918 

Age:    24  

Regiment/Service:    Queen Mary's Army Auxiliary Corps    S. C. Convalescent Hosp., Plymouth.  

Grave Reference    Church LA. 5. 28. 

Cemetery    PLYMOUTH (FORD PARK) CEMETERY 

Additional Information:    Daughter of Edward Charles and Emma Whitcombe, of 17, Alexandra Road, 

Hengoed. 

There are further details about the family background and war service of Amy Laura Whitcombe 

in Local women during WWI in Gelligaer volume 23 Great War commemorative journal 2 (2016). 

 

1939 GOLDEN WEDDING CELEBRATED IN PONTLOTTYN 

This report on the Golden Wedding of William 

Morgan Evans and his wife, Mary, is taken from 

Western Mail 4 March 1939. At the time of the 

1911 census, William was a coal miner heading a 

household in the 5-roomed dwelling, 35, Edmund 

Street, whose household included their two 

children, Mary Jane and Annie, born in 

Pantywaun about 1891 and 1895 respectively, 

(sadly, their son, Thomas, born about 1889, had died) as well as a 52-year old cousin, and nephew 

and niece aged 11 and 9.. They were still in the same house when the 1939 Register was compiled.  

By then, William, born on 31 August 1866, was described as a retired colliery hewer.  Mary, born on 

26 May 1870, may have been helped by her married daughter, Mary Jane, to run the house.  Their 

son-in-law, Daniel Jones, was a coal miner.  

http://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/2086000/PLYMOUTH (FORD PARK) CEMETERY


CAERPHILLY BY-ELECTION 4 JULY 1939 
Following the untimely death of Morgan Jones, M.P., 4 July 
1939 saw a by-election in Caerphilly constituency.  
This extract, taken from Western Mail 29 June 1939 (page 7) 
includes the names of several local women who supported 
Ronald Bell, National Government candidate. Maybe, some 
readers are able to shed light on the identities of these ladies.  
 
The item below appeared on the same page. Perhaps this is the 
type of tractor that was widely used by Britain’s WWII Land 
Girls in the following years.  

 
 

LOCAL WOMEN 1940s 
Two extracts from Western Mail, 25 April 1940 (page 3) 

    
 

 
Death of a Pontlottyn nurse (Western Mail, 18 October 1940, page 3(  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Unfortunately, this extract from Western Mail 23 February 1942 
(page 3) is difficult to read. It is about Sister Iris Bennett-Jones 
of 83, Gilfach Street, Bargoed. A past pupil of Bargoed 
Secondary School, she had trained in Birmingham General 
Hospital before working in Mountain Ash, Hitchin and Swansea. 
On the outbreak of war, she volunteered to serve with the Forces 
and was sent to Burma. In her most recent letter home, dated 8 
December, she wrote: 

There are heaps of Welsh boys here now   -- Air Force and army – majority 
from North wales, but quite a number from South. We had a nice boy in 
last week from Pontypridd and one from Cardiff.  

I gave them my “Weekly Mail” to read this morning. If I had given them 
£5 they would not have been more pleased. 

 

And this extract from Western Mail 6 February 1943 (page 3) 
refers to a fund-raising drama. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This extract about a WWII Victory 
Carnival is taken from Western Mail, 
19July 1945 (page 3) 
 

 

OTHER WOMEN’S HISTORY IN GHS PUBLICATIONS 

A number of GHS publications, both community studies and family studies, include sections on 
the lives and work of local women, and the following have an emphasis on women. 

Gelligaer Volume TITLE Contributor 
26, 2019 Doris’ Story: or the Years Between  Doris Evans and Amanda Gregory 
25, 2018 I went to Ypres to unveiling of Menin Gate Royston Smith 

Wartime work with Scottish Women’s Hospital Annie Owen 
Three great aunts in the World War I era  Marlene Chard-Shaw 

24, 2017 Madame Betty & Chateau Bourblanc a true story of many parts Menna Hughes 
23, 2016 Local women during WWI  Annie Owen and Judith Jones 



21, 2014 Gwenllian Lewis, Nursing in the T.F.N.S. Judith Jones 
Nurse Rose Smith Annie Owen 

17, 2009 Some Local Women Annie Owen 
A Bargoed Lady's Reminiscences. Princess as Nurse Thomas F. Holley 

 
IF YOU HAVE COMMENTS AND/OR QUESTIONS ON WOMEN’S HISTORY, 
OR YOU HAVE SOME INTERESTING FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHS OR STORIES 

FOR INCLUSION IN A FUTURE SUPPLEMENT 
 PLEASE CONTACT 

www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk or chairmen@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk 
 

http://www.gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk/
mailto:chairmen@gelligaerhistoricalsociety.co.uk

